The Inaugural Year
The ANCST originated in the summer of 2004 within the Department of Neurosurgery at Columbia University Medical Center, New York, as the brainchild of Dr. Ricardo Komotar, then a first-year neurosurgical resident.
He enlisted the support of the residency program director, Dr. Jeffrey Bruce, to organize a small, informal athletic event to casually bring together neurosurgeons in New York City. Reserving softball fields on a summer Saturday in New York City is challenging due to limited supply and intense demand. Serendipitously, the person working at the Central Park agency in charge of softball field scheduling that summer was Ms. Lissette Moreno, who also happened to work part-time for Columbia University Medical Center as a phlebotomist in the department of neurological surgery. A friendship was immediately established and two fields were secured in August 2004. Thus began the ANCST, with the participation of neurosurgery departments from 4 New York City medical centers in the inaugural year: Columbia, Cornell, New York University, and Mount Sinai. The event was a success as a social event and sparked impetus for future growth. The ANCST trophy was created at Columbia University during the summer of 2004 prior to the inaugural tournament. A wooden block was obtained from the hospital's maintenance division and subsequently buffed and polished, and an engraving plate affixed to the front. A skull and cervical spine model was attached to the wooden block with a gold-painted softball glued into the posterior fossa. The award was designated as "The J. Lawrence Pool Memorial Trophy" in tribute to the legendary, pioneering former Chairman of Neurological Surgery at Columbia's Neurological Institute, who was also a passionate and accomplished sportsman (Fig. 1) . The trophy is traditionally housed for the year at the tournament winner's institution and has become a coveted item for friendly bragging rights ( Pennsylvania, Yale University, and Dartmouth University. Distinguished by its prominent institutions and popular Central Park location, the growth of the ANCST triggered its transformation from a casual social gathering into a larger charity event with formal sponsorship. As the ANC-ST was centered in New York, the logical sponsorship target was the Major League Baseball (MLB) team the New York Yankees. Taking advantage of the fact that Mr. George M. Steinbrenner III (principal owner of the Yankees) had a fondness for children, the ANCST contacted his executive assistant, Mrs. Judith Wells, who became instrumental in helping Columbia secure the Yankees sponsorship. Mr. Steinbrenner graciously committed $10,000 to the charity and officially declared the Yankees as lead sponsors of the ANCST (Fig. 4) . In the weeks to follow, momentum continued to build, with comedian Jerry Seinfeld and MLB legend Alex Rodriguez also contributing to the fund. Although the Yankees sponsorship dissolved a few years later following Mr. Steinbrenner's ill health and subsequent death, his support provided a significant boost to the tournament's formative years.
In subsequent years, the tournament rapidly expanded from 8 teams in 2005 to 40 teams in 2017 (Table 2) , becoming not only one of the largest events in organized neurosurgery, but also one of the biggest annual events hosted in Central Park. Media coverage of the ANCST has included television networks ABC, ESPN, CBS, and NBC; the Wall Street Journal newspaper (https://www.wsj.com/ articles/ SB10001424052702303657404576363654159183580); and the Huffington Post website (https://www. huffingtonpost. com/ traci-l-slatton/ neurosurgeons-batting-for_b_1588432. html), among others (https://www. news-medical.net/ news/ 20110430/ Three-hundred-neurosurgeons-to-participatein-Central-Park-softball-tournament.aspx, https:// virtual trials.com/ newsarticle.cfm?item=4280), with guest appearances by National Football League players, ESPN television anchors, and well-recognized rock bands. In addition, the event was publicly recognized by the Mayor of New York, Michael Bloomberg, and by City Hall in 2005 (Fig.  5) . The event flourishes as a testament to all participating teams who dedicate the time and resources necessary to make the ANCST possible.
Expansion of Philanthropic Mission
In 2014, Columbia University formed a collaboration with the Neurosurgery Research and Education Foundation (NREF) of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) to more efficiently and effectively raise funds for brain tumor research. Since the beginning of this partnership nearly $400,000 has been raised for the NREF. These funds go to a yearlong research fellowship in neurooncology designed for resident physicians and junior faculty members. Since the 2015 tournament, proceeds raised have gone directly to the Andrew T. Parsa Honor Your Mentor Fund. The Tumor Section of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons (CNS)/AANS has overseen the selection of the 3 fellows (to date) from institutions across the country (Table 3) .
Additionally, at both the CNS and AANS annual meetings, an award in the amount of $1000 is given twice a year to the best pediatric tumor abstract submitted by a resident or faculty member who is a member of the Tumor Section. This award has been given at the CNS annual meeting since 2014 and at the AANS annual meeting since 2015, with a total of 6 recipients to date (Table 3) .
Relying mainly on corporate sponsors, the ANCST has become one of the largest neurosurgical research fundraising events. With the Yankees leading the way as the initial sponsor, industry sponsors quickly followed suit. Major donors to the ANCST over the years have included BrainLAB, Baxter, Arbor Pharmaceuticals, and Columbia's Department of Neurosurgery; significant support has also come from Hitachi Aloka, Integra, Medtronic, Monteris, OsteoMed, Stryker, Synaptive, and Zeiss. Additionally, teams are asked to pay an entry fee to help cover some of the costs of the event.
Current ANCST Event
The ANCST is flourishing thanks to the diligence and generosity of many volunteers. The fundraising and managerial operations utilize the administrative infrastructure of the Department of Neurosurgery at Columbia University Medical Center. Aileen Casanova, a Columbia staff assistant, has served as the primary event coordinator for the tournament since 2011. Fundraising and tournament logistics are managed by Dr. Bruce and Ms. Casanova (Fig.  6 ). The success of the tournament requires coordination of countless details involving umpires, field permits, team fee collections, hotel room reservations, evening reception planning, and industry support. One of the major logistical difficulties is providing food and drink to more than 600 participants in Central Park, where vehicle access is limited. Tournament-day operations are facilitated by three dozen volunteers, including residents, students, family members, and departmental staff. Dr. Komotar serves as the coordinator for on-field gaming logistics, rules interpretation, team matchup arrangements, and public relations. The tournament's conclusion is highlighted by an evening reception to facilitate camaraderie, congratulate winners, and acknowledge contributions of volunteers and industry supporters.
Continuing Medical Education
With teams traveling from thousands of miles away, often leaving a few unfortunate residents to provide coverage, Columbia decided to add an educational component to the event, awarding continuing medical education (CME) credits for a Friday night lecture to commence the softball weekend festivities. Starting in 2012, and formally known as the Andrew T. Parsa Memorial Lecture since 2015, the focus of lectures by prominent neurosurgical leaders has ranged from advances in the field of neurooncology to how to build an academic career. Always well attended, the Friday night lecture series is traditionally followed by an informal discussion prior to teams retiring to rest up for the competitive day ahead. wellness and camaraderie. From after-work practices to tournament-day competition, the ANSCT offers a chance for junior residents to be on an equal playing field with their senior faculty and contribute to departmental team morale building and individual resiliency. The tournament provides an opportunity outside the demanding confines of the hospital for neurosurgeons at different levels of career development and from diverse locations to develop friendships on the field and at the evening reception in an atmosphere of recreation, competition, and collegiality. For the relatively close-knit discipline of neurosurgery, this social and philanthropic event provides a forum for students, residents, fellows, and attending physicians to interface with their program directors, chairpersons, and mentors alike, separate from their professional ties of neurosurgery.
Future Vision for the ANCST
With a waiting list of teams eager to participate, the current size of the tournament is limited by field space availability, yet the ANCST hopes to be able to continue to grow, in terms of both the number of teams participating and the fundraising potential, with a goal set of raising more than $1 million for brain tumor research.
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